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That is what the verse says (Mishlei 26,6): “He who sends a message by the hand of a fool”. 

But were the spies fools? Isn’t it true that it already says: “send for yourself people” and anywhere were 

it states “people”, they are righteous people, as it says “and Moshe said to Yehoshua choose people 

and go out to fight Amalek” and similarly it says (Shmuel 1, 1712): “and the man, in the days of Sha’ul…”. 

Ans similarly it says (Shmuel 1, 1, 11): “and give your servant seed of people”. People like this you call 

fools?  

These were called fools because they slandered the Land, as it says (Mishlei 10,18) “he who speaks 

forth slander is a fool”. Even so, they were great men and they made themselves to be fools, as 

Moshe said about them (Dvarim 32,20): “For they are a generation of ‘reversing’, Children with no 

loyalty in them”. They were chosen from among all of Israel and according to Hashem’s word and 

Moshe’s word as it is written (Dvarim 1,23): “I approved of the plan, and so I selected twelve of your 

men, one from each tribe”. From this we see that they were righteous in the eyes of Moshe and the 

congregation. Furthermore, Moshe did not want to send them on his own opinion until he consulted 

the Holly One Blessed Be He on each and every one of them – so and so from tribe so and so, and he 

told him – they are worthy. And from where do we know that Hashem said they were worthy? As it 

says (Bamidbar 13,3): “and Moshe sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the word of 

Hashem”.  And at the end of the 40 days, they “turned over”, did this entire trouble and 

caused that generation to be inflicted with that plague. As it says: “they are a generation of reversing”, 

that they were found to be righteous – and they turned over. That is why it says “send forth ‘people’”. 

 

(Bamidbar 13,18): “and see the land”. Three times he said the them ‘and what is the land’. Why the 

first time “and you shall see…”? he said to them, look at the land of Israel. There are lands that raise 

strong/brave men and lands that raise week ones. There are lands that raise large populations and 

other that deplete populations. That is what he commanded them (13,18): “and the people who dwell 

in it - strong or weak, few or many”.  

(Bamidbar 13,19): “and what is the land in which he sits”. From where do you know their strength? If 

they dwell in open cities, they are strong/brave and trust in their strength. If they dwell in walled cities, 

they are weak and weak of heart. (13,20): “and what is the land, is it heavy…” – are her fruit light or 

heavy? He told them, look at its rocks and earth; if they are large and strong – the fruits are heavy. If 

they are like pottery – they are light/skinny.   


