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It should say ‘if a man’s wife goes astray’. Why does it say “if a man a man’s wife goes astray”? 

that even though she sleeps with one it is as if she  

One, that when she commits adultery she denies her husband, who entrusted her with his body. 

And one, that she denies the holy one blessed be he who commanded her “you shall not commit 

adultery”. And from where do we know that the holy one blessed be he is called a man? As it 

says (Shmot 15,3): “Hashem is a man of battle”. And that is why it says with regards to Sotah “and 

she commits fraud against him”, as she denies a deposit, similar to what is said (Vayikra 5,21): 

“When a person sins and commits fraud (מעל) against Hashem by dealing deceitfully with his 

fellow in the matter of a deposit or a pledge”. If in the case of monetary issues, which are less 

severe, someone who commits fraud against their fellow man is considered a denier of Hashem, 

how much more so, when someone was entrusted with a body and commits fraud it is a denial 

of Hashem. That is why it says “man, man”, that she denies two men, the holy one blessed be he 

and her husband.  

And similarly it says (Mishlei 2,17): “forsakes the companion of her youth and disregards the 

covenant of her God” 

 

Another explanation, “man man”: a man should be content being like other men. It happened 

that a man wanted to sleep with another woman and she told him where to meet her. What did 

that woman do? She went and told that man’s wife and the man’s wife went to that place and 

he slept with her. Afterwards, he was filled with regret and wanted to die. His wife said to him – 

‘from your own bread you ate and from your own cup you drank. What caused this to you that 

you are vulgar/haughty. You should be content being like other men.  

 

Rabbi Shimon, son of Menasia, says what is something that is (Kohelet 1,15): “twisted and cannot 

be fixed”? that is someone who slept with a single woman and bore a child or with a married 

woman even if a child was not born. All sins in the Torah can be fixed. If a man steels, he can 

return the theft and it is fixed. Someone who robs can return the robbery and it is fixed. Someone 

who embezzles from something that was entrusted to him or withholds wages from an employee 

can return it and it is fixed. But someone who sleeps with another man’s wife and has forbidden 

her to her husband is disturbed from this world and departs and cannot fix it and make her 

permitted to her husband.  

A man steels a house, a field or money, the court takes it from him but if he sleeps with a married 

woman, what can he pay? If his payment is that he gives his own wife to be slept with, the world 

will be filled with bastards! That is what is said “a crooked thing that cannot be fixed”, that he 

does a crooked act that cannot be fixed. 

 

Rabbi Yishma’el said: great is peace, that we find that Hashem forsook his holy name, which was 

written in holiness, that was erased into the water, in order to create peace between husband 

and wife.    

 


