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"A woman when she gives seed" – If the woman “seeds” first, she gives birth to a male. If the man 

“seeds” first, she gives birth to a female. Rabbi Chiya son of Abba – the male is accredited to the woman 

and the female – to the man. As it says (Bereshit 22,20) “Milcah too has borne sons to your brother 

Nahor”. (Bereshit 22,23) “Betu’el gave birth to Rivka”. Similarly, (Divrei Hayamim 1:2,49): “She also 

bore Shaaf, father of Madmannah, Sheva father of Machbenah and father of Gibea. the daughter of 

Caleb was Achsa. We see that the females were credited to the man and the males to the woman. 

Therefore, it says: “a woman when she seeds and gives birth to a male”.  

 

"A woman when she gives seed": That's what is written, "You have created me behind and front." Said 

Rav Shmuel bar Nachman: When the Holy One, blessed be He, created the first man, he created him 

as an androgynous being. Reish Lakish: When it was created, dual faces were created, and it was cut, 

and two were made. One Back was male, one back was female.  

Said Rabbi Elazar: "Behind" - that's the first day of creation. "front" - that's the last day. For the opinion 

of Rabbi Elazar, there is the verse, [Genesis 1:24]: "Let the earth bring forth the living soul (nefesh 

chaya) to its kind." "Living soul" - that's the spirit of the first man.  

Said Reish Lakish: "Behind" - that's the last day. "front" - that's the first day. For the opinion of Reish 

Lakish, there is the verse: [Genesis 1:2] "And the spirit of God wavered upon the water" - that is the 

spirit of the king messiah. If man merits, we say to him: "You were created before all of creation." If 

not, we say to him, "The mosquito preceded you."  

 

"Turtle-doves" precede "young pigeons" in all other places. I might think this is so because they are 

preferred to them. It is, therefore, written (Vayikra 12:6): "and a young pigeon or a turtle-dove as a 

sin-offering," to teach that they are equivalent. Moshe precedes Aaron in all places. I might think this 

is so because he is preferred to him. It is therefore written (Shmot 6,26) “he is Aaron and Moshe”, to 

teach that they are equivalent.  

"Father" precedes "mother" in all places. I might think this is so because the honor of one's father is 

above that of his mother; it is, therefore, written (Vayikra 19:3): "A man, his mother and his father, 

you shall fear," to teach that they are equivalent. But the sages have said: The father takes precedence 

to the mother in all instances, for both he and his mother are obliged to honor his father. 

https://www.sefaria.org.il/Genesis.1.24
https://www.sefaria.org.il/Genesis.1.2

