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(Shmot 12,26  and it shall be when your sons ask you, what is this worship for you 

you shall say, ‘It is the passover sacrifice to the LORD, because He passed over the houses 

of the Israelites in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but saved our houses.’” The 

people then bowed low in homage. 

 

Shmot 13,8 And you shall explain to your son on that day, ‘It is because of what Hashem 

did for me when I went free from Egypt. 

 

Shmot 13,14 And when, in time to come, your son asks you, saying, ‘What does this 

mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘It was with a mighty hand that the LORD brought us out 

from Egypt, the house of bondage. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the 

LORD slew every first-born in the land of Egypt, the first-born of both man and beast. 

Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD every first male issue of the womb, but redeem every 

first-born among my sons.’ 

 

Dvarim 6,20 What are these testimonies, statutes and judgments that Hashem our God 

commanded you? 21. When, in time to come, your children ask you, “What mean the 

decrees, laws, and rules that Hashem our God has enjoined upon you?” 22. you shall 

say to your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and Hashem freed us from 

Egypt with a mighty hand. 23. Hashem wrought before our eyes marvelous and 

destructive signs and portents in Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his household; 24. 

and us He freed from there, that He might take us and give us the land that He had 

promised on oath to our fathers. 25. Then Hashem commanded us to observe all these 

laws, to revere Hashem our God, for our lasting good and for our survival, as is now the 

case. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Corresponding to four sons did the Torah speak; one [who is] wise, one [who is] evil, one who is 

innocent and one who doesn't know to ask. 

What does the wise [son] say? "'What are these testimonies, statutes and judgments that the Lord 

our God commanded you?' (Deuteronomy 6:20)" And accordingly you will say to him, as per the laws 

of the Pesach sacrifice, "We may not eat an Afikoman [a dessert or other foods eaten after the meal] 

after [we are finished eating] the Pesach sacrifice.” 

What does the evil [son] say? "'What is this worship to you?' (Exodus 12:26)" 'To you' and not 'to him.' 

And since he excluded himself from the collective, he denied a principle [of the Jewish faith]. And 

accordingly, you will blunt his teeth and say to him, "'For the sake of this, did the Lord do [this] for me in 

my going out of Egypt' (Exodus 13:8)." 'For me' and not 'for him.' If he had been there, he would not 

have been saved. 

What does the innocent son say? "'What is this?' (Shmot13:14)" And you will say to him, "With the 

strength of hand did the Lord take us out from Egypt from the house of slaves (Exodus 13:14)." 

And the one who doesn't know to ask, you will open [the conversation] for him. As it is stated (Exodus 

13:8), "And you will speak to your your son on that day saying, for the sake of this, did the Lord do 

[this] for me in my going out of Egypt." 

 

(Dvarim 16,3 'In order that you remember the day of your going out from the land of Egypt all the 

days of your life) 

It happened once that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi 

Tarfon were reclining in Bnei Brak and were telling the story of the exodus from Egypt that whole night, 

until their students came and said to them, "The time of the morning Shema has arrived." 

Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, "Behold I am like a man of seventy years and I have not merited that the 

exodus from Egypt should be said at night until Ben Zoma explicated it, as it is stated (Deuteronomy 

16:3), 'In order that you remember the day of your going out from the land of Egypt all the days of 

your life;'  

'the days of your life' – the days, 'all the days of your life' – the nights."  

But the Sages say, "'the days of your life' – this world, 'all the days of your life' to bring to the days of 

the Mashiach”. 
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