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“This is the law of the sacrifice of Shlamim” – This is what it said (Mishlei 3,17): “Its ways 

are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace”. Whatever is written in the Torah 

is written to establish peace. Although wars are written about in the Torah, they are 

written about for the sake of peace. You find that the Holy One cancelled a decree.  

When? When the Holy One said to Moshe (Dvarim 20,19): “When you besiege a city a 

long time…”, the Holy One Blessed be He said that he should destroy them, as stated 

(Dvarim 20,17): “you shall utterly destroy them”. However, Moshe did not do so. Rather 

he said: ‘Am I to go and smite them now? I do not know who has sinned and who has not 

sinned. Instead, let me come against them in peace, as stated (Dvarim 2,26): “Then I sent 

messengers from the desert of Kdemote… with words of peace”’. When he saw that he 

did not come in peace, he smote him, as stated (Bamidbar 21,35): “So they smote him, 

his children and all his people”. The Holy One Blessed be He said to him: I myself told you: 

“you shall utterly destroy them”. Now you have come to them in Peace. By your life, just 

as you have said, so will I do. Thus it is stated (Dvarim 20,10): “When you draw near a city 

to fight against it you shall offer terms of peace unto it”. Therefore, it is so stated (Mishlei 

3,17): “Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace” 

 

Another interpretation (Lev. 7:11): “This is the law of the sacrifice of Shlamim which will 

sacrifice to Hashem”. This is what is said (Tehilim 85, 9): “Let me hear what God, Hashem, 

will speak; He will promise peace to His people, His faithful ones”. The peoples of the 

world said to Bil’am: Why did the Holy One, Blessed be He, tell Israel to bring him 

sacrifices and to us he said nothing? Bil’am said to them: The sacrifices are nothing other 

than peace. Whoever received the Torah in which they are written must offer sacrifice. 

You rejected it from the start, and now you wish to offer sacrifices? Whoever accepted it 

is the one who offers sacrifices, as stated (Tehilim 29,11): “Hashem will give strength to 

his people, Hashem will bestow peace unto his people”. 

Therefore it is stated “Let me hear what God, Hashem, will speak; He will promise peace 

to His people, His faithful ones”. What did he speak? “This is the law of the sacrifice of 

Shlamim which will sacrifice to Hashem”  

https://www.sefaria.org.il/Leviticus.7.11


 

Why was it worded, “the sacrifice of peace offering”? Because it makes peace among the 

altar, the priests, and Israel. Come and see. The whole Elevation Offering belonged wholly 

to the flames. Also, in the case of the Sin Offering, its best parts and its devoted portions 

belonged to the altar, its skin and its flesh belonged to the priests, but there was no 

enjoyment from it for Israel. So too in the case of the Guilt Offering. However, in the case 

of the Thank Offering, its blood and its devoted parts belonged to the altar, the breast 

and the shoulder belonged to the priests, but the skin and flesh belonged to Israel. It 

resulted in making peace among the altar, the priests, and Israel. Therefore it is called 

‘the sacrifice of peace offering’, that it made peace for all. 

 

“If he offers it for thanksgiving, he shall offer…”  Rabbi Pinchas, Rabbi Levi and Rabbi 

Yochanan [said] in the name of Rabbi Menachem from Gallia: In the time to come, all 

sacrifices will be annulled - but the sacrifice of thanksgiving will not be annulled. All 

prayers will be annulled, but the prayer of gratitude will not be annulled. This accords 

with what is written [Jeremiah 33:11]: "the sound of mirth and gladness, the voice of 

bridegroom and bride, the voice of those who cry, “Give thanks to Hashem of Hosts, for 

Hshem is good, for His kindness is everlasting” as they bring thanksgiving offerings to the 

House of Hashem. For I will restore the fortunes of the land as of old—said Hashem." - 

this is the prayer of gratitude. "Those who bring [the sacrifice of] thanksgiving to the 

House of Hashem": this is the sacrifice of thanksgiving. Thus David said: "I owe You vows 

and will offer you thanksgivings" [Psalms 56:13] - not "thanksgiving," but "thanksgivings," 

the thanksgiving prayer and the thanksgiving offering. 
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