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Rabbi Elazar says: The majority of the Torah was transmitted in writing, while the minority was 

transmitted orally, as it is stated: “I wrote for him the greater part of My Torah; they were reckoned a 

strange thing” (Hosea 8:12).  

And Rabbi Yoḥanan says: The majority of the Torah was transmitted orally [al peh], while the 

minority was transmitted in writing, as it is stated “For on the basis of [al pi] these matters I have made 

a covenant with you and with Israel” (Exodus 34:27). 

And according to Rabbi Yoḥanan isn’t it written: “I wrote for him the greater part of My Torah”? 

This verse is not a statement, rather a rhetorical question expressing bewilderment: ‘did I write for him 

the greater part of My Torah?’ 

And according to Rabbi Elazar, isn’t it written: “on the basis of these matters I have made a covenant 

with you and with Israel”? That is due to the fact that it more difficult to learn. 

 

Rabbi Yehuda bar Naḥmani, expounded as follows: It is written: “Write these matters”(Exodus 

34:27), and it is written later: “For on the basis of [al pi] these matters.” How can these texts be 

reconciled?  

Matters that were written you may not express them orally [al peh] and matters that were taught orally 

you may not express them in writing.  

Rabbi Yoḥanan says: The Holy One, Blessed be He, made a covenant with the Jewish people only for 

the sake of the matters that were transmitted orally [be’al peh], as it is stated: “For on the basis of [al 

pi] these matters I have made a covenant with you and with Israel” (Exodus 34:27).  

It was said, maybe new things are different. As we see that Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish learned 

on Shabbat from a book of Aggadah and they extrapolated: “a time to do for Hashem – violate your 

Torah”; it is better that one letter of the Torah be uprooted than the Torah be forgotten from Israel. 

 

 “Write for you” – the ministering angels began to say before the Holy One Blessed Be He: you give 

Moshe permission to write what he wants and to say to Israel ‘I gave you the Torah, I am the one who 

wrote it and gave it to you’. The Holy One Blessed Be He said to them, ‘Moshe would not do such a 

thing and even if he did – he is trustworthy’, as it says (Bamidbar 12, 7): “not so is my servent Moshe, 

he is trusted throughout my household”.  
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