
The Midrash as commentary / Yair Spitz 

Parashat Trumah (Class 15 February 11th, 18) 

 

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them (Exod. 25:8). On which 

day did He relate to Moses the portion relating to the Temple? It was on the Day of 

Atonement (Yom Kippur). That was so despite the fact that the Torah portion describing 

the Sanctuary precedes the incident of the golden calf. R. Judah the son of R. Shalum said: 

There is actually no such thing as preceding or following in the Torah, as is said: Lest she 

should walk the even path of life, her ways wander, but she knoweth it not (Prov. 5:6). 

This verse refers to the arrangement of the Torah and its sections. Hence, it was on the 

Day of Atonement that He told Moshe: Make Me a Sanctuary. 

How do we know this to be so? Moshe went up Mount Sinai on the sixth day of Sivan, and 

remained there for forty days and forty nights. He stayed there another forty days, and 

then a final forty days, totaling one hundred and twenty days in all. Thus you find that it 

must have been on the Day of Atonement that he told Moshe about the Temple, for it 

was on that day that they were forgiven. And on that day the Holy One, blessed be He, 

told them: Make Me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell therein, so that the nations might know 

that He had forgiven them for the episode of the golden calf. It was called the Sanctuary 

of the Testimony, for it bore witness to the nations of the world that the Holy One, blessed 

be He, dwelt within their Sanctuary. 
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Timeline of Matan Torah and the tablets 

Shmot 19,1 On the third month after the Israelites had gone forth from the land of 

Egypt, on that very day, they entered the wilderness of Sinai (+6 days 6th of Sivan) 

 

Shmot 24 12. Hashem said to Moshe, “Come up to Me on the mountain and wait 

there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the teachings and commandments which 

I have inscribed to instruct them.” 13. So Moshe and his attendant Joshua arose, and 

Moshe ascended the mountain of God.  15. When Moshe ascended the mountain, the 

cloud covered the mountain. 16. The Presence of Hashem abode on Mount Sinai, 

and the cloud hid it for six days. On the seventh day He called to Moshe from the midst 

of the cloud… 18. Moshe went inside the cloud and ascended the mountain; and Moshe 

remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights  (6th of Sivan–16th of Tamuz) 

 

Shmot 32 As soon as Moshe came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, he 

became enraged; and he hurled the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot 

of the mountain. 20. He took the calf that they had made and burned it; he ground it 

to powder and strewed it upon the water and so made the Israelites drink it…  

30. The next day Moshe said to the people, You have been guilty of a great sin. Yet I will 

now go up to Hashem; perhaps I may win forgiveness for your sin (17th Tamuz-18th Tamuz)  

 

Dvarim 9, 18 I threw myself down before Hashem—eating no bread and drinking no 

water forty days and forty nights, as before—because of the great wrong you had 

committed, doing what displeased Hashem and vexing Him (18th of Tamuz – 28th of Av) 

 

Shmot 34 4. Moshe carved two tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning 

he went up on Mount Sinai, as Hashem had commanded him, taking the two stone tablets 

with him…  28. And he was there with Hashem forty days and forty nights; he ate no 

bread and drank no water; and he wrote down on the tablets the terms of the covenant, 

the Ten Commandments      (29th of Av – 9th of Tishrei)  


