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“And these are the laws that you should put before them” – the idol worshippers have 

judges and Israel has judges and you don’t know what the difference is. This is similar to 

one who was sick and the doctor came to visit him. He told the people of the household 

– feed him anything he wants. The doctor visited another and said to them – be careful 

not to feed him this certain thing. They said to him – about the first one you said he can 

eat whatever he wants and about the second, that he shouldn’t eat a certain thing? He 

replied, the first is not going to live so I told him he can eat whatever he wants but this 

one, who is going to live, I told you to be careful with him.  

 

He gave Adam 6 commandments, added 1 to Noach, to Avraham-8, to Yakov-9 but to 

Israel, he gave everything. Rabbi Simon said in the name of Rabbi Chanina, this is similar 

to a king who had before him a set table with a variety of foods. His servent entered and 

he gave him a piece. A second, and he gave him an egg. A third, he gave him a vegetable. 

And similarly to each one and one. His son entered, he gave him the entire table in front 

of him and said: ‘to the others, I gave dish, dish but I give all of it to you’. Similarly, the 

holy one blessed be he gave the other nations only few “raw” commandments for them 

to touch but didn’t separate for them between pure and impure. Israel came and he 

detailed for them the commandments one by one…” 

   

“And holy people you shall be to me” – and similarly it says: “holy is Israel to Hashem, The 

first fruits of His harvest”. Just as this heap sits and the Cohen takes from it the tithe, so 

did the holy one blessed be he create the world a heap and took from it our ancestors as 

his tithe, as it says: “holy is Israel to Hashem, The first fruits of His harvest”. 

And that is why the holy one blessed be he said to Israel, ‘because you are tithe, you may 

not eat flesh torn by beasts, as it says: “you must not eat flesh torn by beasts in the field; 

you shall cast it to the dogs”. Why to the dogs? The holy one blessed be he said: ‘you have 

a debt to the dogs because when I killed the first born Egyptian and the Egyptians were 

sitting all night and burying their dead and the dogs barked at them and to Israel they did 

not bark, as it says: “but not a dog shall snarl at any of the Israelites, at man or beast—in 

order that you may know that Hashem makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel” 

therefore, you are indebted to the dogs, as it says: “you shall cast it to the dogs”. 

 

…The holy one blessed be he said: I commanded Adam HaRishon one commandment to 

do and I compared him to the serving angels, as it says: “man has become like one of us”, 

these, that do and keep 613 commandments – even without counting the details and 

stringencies – is it not right that they live and exist forever?  


