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(Shmot 18:1) "And Yitro heard": What did he hear that caused him to come?  

Rabbi Yehoshua said – The war with Amalek, which is juxtaposed with this section.  

Rabbi Elazar Hamoda’I said – He heard of the giving of the Torah and he came. For when 

the Torah was given to Israel, all the kings of the earth shook in their palaces, as it says: 

(Psalms 29:9) "the voice of Hashem (causes each king) in his palace to accord glory (to the 

Lord)”… 

R. Eliezer says: Yitro heard the splitting of the sea and came. For the splitting of the sea 

was heard from one end of the world to the other, as Rachav the harlot said to the 

messengers of Yehoshua (Ibid. 2:10-11) "For we heard how the Lord dried up the waters 

of the Red Sea before you when you went out of Egypt … and when we heard, our hearts 

melted, and no spirit was left in a man before you."  

 

 

ֱאֹלִהים׃ַוי ָּ םַָּהרָּה  ר־הּואָֹּחנֶׁהָּש  רֲָּאשֶׁ ל־ַהִמְדב  הָּאֶׁ ל־ֹמשֶׁ יוְָּוִאְשּתֹוָּאֶׁ נ  הָּּוב   בֹאִָּיְתרֹוָֹּחֵתןָֹּמשֶׁ

5. Yitro, Moshes’ father-in-law, brought Moshes’ sons and wife to him in the wilderness, 

where he was encamped at the mountain of Hashem 

 

הַָּוִיַקחָּ םִָּעם־ֹחֵתןָֹּמשֶׁ חֶׁ ל־לֶׁ ֱאכ  ֵאלָּלֶׁ ִחיםֵָּלאֹלִהיםַָּוי בֹאַָּאֲהֹרןְָּוֹכלִָּזְקֵניִָּיְשר  הָּּוְזב  הָֹּעל  ִיְתרֹוָֹּחֵתןָֹּמשֶׁ

ֱאֹלִהים׃  ִלְפֵניָּה 

12. And Yitro, Moshes’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron 

and all the elders of Israel came to eat bread before God with Moshes’ father-in- law 

 

 

םִָּלְדֹרשֱָּאֹלִהים׃ ע  הְָּלֹחְתנֹוִָּכי־י בֹאֵָּאַליָּה  רָֹּמשֶׁ  ַויֹאמֶׁ

15. Moshe said to his father-in-law, “because the people come to me to inquire of God” 

 

ת־ּתֹורָֹּ ֱאֹלִהיםְָּואֶׁ ת־ֻחֵקיָּה  ַפְטִּתיֵָּביןִָּאישָּּוֵביןֵָּרֵעהּוְָּוהֹוַדְעִּתיָּאֶׁ אֵָּאַליְָּוש  רָּב  ב  םָּד  הֶׁ יו׃ִכי־ִיְהיֶׁהָּל   ת 

16. When they have a dispute, it comes before me, and I judge between one person and 

another, and I make known the laws of God and his teachings  

 

Rav said: Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Yosi son of Chanina disagreed. One said, Yitro came 

before the giving of the Torah and the other said, after the giving of the Torah. 

Rabbi Chamma said in the name of Rabbi Chanina, according to the one who says that he 

came before the giving of the Torah, a Noahite can bring a piece offering 

 

 

https://www.sefaria.org.il/Psalms.29.9

