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אֶמר ֵאָליו֙  ל ַוי ֹּ֤ ֹו ַהָגד ֹ֗ ו ׀ ְבנֵ֣ א ֶאת־ֵעָשֵ֣ ת ַוִיְקָרָ֞ יןָ ֵעיָנָ֖יו ֵמְרא ֹ֑ ק ַוִתְכֶהֶ֥ ן ִיְצָחָ֔ י־ָזֵקֵ֣ ִני׃ ַוְיִה֙י ִכִּֽ יו ִהֵנִּֽ אֶמר ֵאָלָ֖ י ַוי ֶ֥  ְבִנָ֔

When Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim from seeing, he called his older son Esav and said 

to him, “My son.” He answered, “Here I am…” 

 

Rabbi Elazar Ben Azariah said ‘from seeing’ evil- from seeing the wickedness of the evil. The Holly 

One Blessed be he said, ‘Yitzchak will go out to the market and people will say ‘there is the father 

of that wicked man, rather, I will dim his eyes and he will sit in his house’. That is what is written 

(Mishlei 28,28) “when the wicked rise, man will hide”.  

Another explanation, “from seeing” – because of that seeing, that when Avraham Avinu bound 

his son upon the alter, the angels wept. That is what is written (Yeshayahu 33,7) “The Arielites cry 

aloud; Shalom’s messengers weep bitterly”, and tears from their eyes fell into his eyes. They were 

sustained there and when he became old, his eyes became dim, that is what is written ‘and it 

happened when Yitzchak became old…” 

Another explanation, “from seeing” – because of that seeing, that when Avraham Avinu bound 

his son upon the alter, he raised his eyes to heaven and looked at the Shchina. A simile is given 

to what is this similar? To a king that was walking at the entrance of his palace and raised his eyes 

and saw the son of his loved one peaking upon him through the window. He said, ‘if I kill him 

now, I will defeat my loved one, rather I decree that his windows be sealed. In this way, when 

Avraham Avinu bound his son upon the alter, he raised his eyes and looked at the Shechina. The 

Holly One, blessed be he, said ‘if I kill him now I defeat Avraham my loved one, rather I decree 

that his eyes should become dim, and so, when he became old, his eyes were dim    

 

(“And she went to inquire from Hashem” – but were there Shuls and houses of Torah study in 

those days? She went to ask from Shem and Ever! Rather, to teach you that anyone who 

beseeches the wise it is as if he beseeches the Shechina)    

 


